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has not been upgraded in 90 years. This invest-
ment will revolutionize the way we ensure the
safety of American meat and poultry.

The Act also provides significant increases in
rural development programs, to improve the
quality of life in rural America and to help di-
versify the rural economy. In addition, the Act
includes much of my proposal to create a Rural
Development Performance Partnership, which
will provide greater flexibility to tailor Federal
assistance to local needs, reflecting my Adminis-
tration’s belief that there is no ‘‘one-size-fits-
all’’ solution to the challenges facing rural areas.

I am concerned, however, that the Women,
Infants, and Children (WIC) program is funded
at $150 million below my request. I am dis-
appointed that the Congress failed to provide
my requested increase for the WIC program
in order to reach a full participation level of
7.5 million women, infants, and children.

Finally, I note that $69.1 million of valuable
agricultural research funding has been ear-
marked for unrequested buildings and facilities.
In the Statement of Managers accompanying the
Bill, the conferees have, however, expressed
their intent to make FY 1997 the last year in
which they earmark research funds for such pur-
poses. It is my hope and expectation that the
Congress will hold to that intent.

On balance, this is a good bill that will pro-
vide funding for important nutrition, food safety,
and rural development needs as well as pro-
viding a strong boost for two immediate prior-
ities.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 6, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 3603, approved August 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–180.

Statement on Signing the Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill of
Rights Act Amendments of 1996
August 6, 1996

Today, I am pleased to sign into law S. 1757,
the ‘‘Developmental Disabilities Assistance and
Bill of Rights Act Amendments of 1996.’’ This
legislation would extend for 3 years the author-
ization of appropriations under the Act.

During the 25 years since its enactment, the
Developmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill
of Rights Act has made a crucial difference in
the lives and futures of Americans with develop-
mental disabilities and their families. Through
this Act, Federal funds support the development
and operation of developmental disabilities
councils, protection and advocacy activities, uni-
versity-affiliated programs, and projects of na-
tional significance. This crucial investment has
provided the structure to assist people with de-
velopmental disabilities to reach their maximum
potential.

When first conceived by President Kennedy,
Dr. Elizabeth Boggs, and others, the primary
emphasis of developmental disabilities programs
was on access to institutional facilities. Today,
the focus is on helping people to obtain the
support they need to make choices about how
to live, particularly in family or community set-

tings. The developmental disabilities programs
emphasize fundamental system change, includ-
ing legal services and advocacy and capacity
building at the State and local levels. They also
continue to spur progress and create opportuni-
ties in the everyday lives of children and adults
with developmental and other significant disabil-
ities in ways unimaginable a generation ago.

Beginning in the mid-seventies, individuals
with disabilities and their families began to work
for, and gain passage of, key Federal and State
legislation regarding educational access, barrier-
free design, and employment. The resulting leg-
islation has helped to open doors that had been
slammed shut for decades. It was once common
for people with disabilities to be denied access
to community schools, swimming pools, banks,
restaurants, and even to the voting booth.
Today, these actions are not only illegal, but
would be considered beyond the pale by the
American people.

Americans with disabilities are helping to re-
define what it means to have a disability in
America and what it means to be a full, contrib-
uting citizen. I am pleased to support continu-
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ation of the developmental disabilities programs
that have meant so much to Americans with
disabilities.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 6, 1996.

NOTE: S. 1757, approved August 6, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–183.

Remarks Honoring the 1996 United States Olympic Team
August 7, 1996

Thank you very much. I want to welcome
Dr. Walker here and Dick Schultz and Maynard
Jackson and others who come from the Olympic
committee and from Atlanta. I want to say also
a special word of thanks to the Vice President,
who worked so hard on America’s contribution
to the Olympic games, who can’t be here today,
and to my good friend Mack McLarty for all
the work they did to help the Olympics succeed.

And I want to welcome the coaches and the
family members who are here. But most of all,
I want to welcome you here. I want you to
know you’ve caused us two problems. One is,
none of us got any sleep for the last 2 weeks,
and I don’t think we hurt the public interest—
[laughter]—but we enjoyed watching you, some-
times until 1 o’clock in the morning. The second
thing you have done is good in a way; we’ve
all intensified our training schedule around
here—[laughter]—since we watched the Olym-
pics. But I asked my staff if there were any
special requests that I should make of you, and
an enormous number of people asked if we
could get the women’s soccer team to teach
us that belly slide. [Laughter]

As all of you know, this was a very great
thing for the United States. When Hillary and
I had a chance to come and meet with you
at the beginning before the Olympics began,
I said that we would cheer when you won and
cry when you lost, but that your efforts and
what you symbolized for America would be the
most important thing. And I really very much
believe that today.

This was a remarkable Olympic experience.
And I think in many ways it was fitting that
the centennial Olympics were held in the United
States because we do represent so many nations.
When I leave you, I’m going out to California.
There were 197 teams in the Olympics. In one
county in California, there are people from the

same places as over 150 of those teams. That’s
what’s special about our country. And you gave
that to the world when we saw you, when we
saw you compete, when we saw you win. And
we’re very grateful to you. I’m also very grateful
to the people in Atlanta who did a magnificent
job in organizing the games and for the commu-
nity spirit there after the bombing. I thought
it was magnificent.

There may have been some discussion about
this, but I believe that since more people saw
these games than any games in history, both
in person and on television, because they were
so well organized, because there were so many
countries represented, because you were so
magnificent, and because of the way people re-
acted to the tragedy, as far as I’m concerned,
these Atlanta games were the best. They were
the greatest games in the history of the Olym-
pics.

I also would like to say a special word of
appreciation to all the athletes who competed
and all those who won. But let me say, when
I looked at our team, I couldn’t help—as the
father of a daughter of whom I’m very proud,
I couldn’t help but note that over 20 years ago,
in a complete bipartisan commitment here in
Washington, the United States Congress passed
something called title IX which made it possible
for a lot of the women athletes to be here
today. There were 77,000 spectators at the wom-
en’s soccer finals. There were a lot of men bas-
ketball players watching the women’s basketball
finals thanking God they weren’t on the court
that day. [Laughter]

We should be on the forefront always of
bringing more people into the world of sport,
more people into competition, more people hav-
ing a chance to live out their dreams whatever
they are. And yesterday we saw off the torch
for the Paralympics which will be starting in
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